62        WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
body If the body was injured in any part the double
or Soul was also injured Hence they preserved the
bodies to keep the soul intact They took recourse
to mummification of the bodies of the dead They
wanted to preserve the dead bodies for a very long
time in order to make the departed Soul immortal
The double remained only so long as the body
remained. If the corpse is destroyed, the departed
Soul also must perish The Soul after death wan-
dered about freely all over the world, and returned
to the place where the corpse was kept with intense
thirst and hunger
The Chaldeans also believed in a double which
would be destroyed if the body were destroyed. They
expected a resurrection of the corpse again to life
They could not conceive of a state without this phy-
sical body
The ancient Egyptians or Chaldeans could never
entirely dissociate the idea of the Soul from the cor-
pse of the departed or the place of burial Some of
the Christians expect a resurrection of the corpse
Hence they embalm and bury the dead They do not
cremate the dead bodies, 3ust as the Hindus do They
still believe that the body will rise after death
The Hindus do not wish that departed Souls
should hover round the body even for a minute
The departed Soul is always extremely desirous
to enjoy life once more It wishes to enter a physical
body to fulfil its desires The Hindus do not wish that
the Souls be earth-bound They wish that the Souls
should march quickly towards their abode of happi-
ness That is the reason why they cremate the dead
bodies at once.